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Outlook

You may love it or hate it but X Factor is certainly not
alone in the growing trend of programmes designed to tell
tales of transformation, tales of hope, tales that allow
people to believe that things could be different for them.

Programmes likX Factor, Britain's Got Talentor Any
Dream Will Doare genuinely looking for talented people,

but the rhetoric of the judges and the emphasis of the mini-

interviews is almost always about dreams coming true,
about the possibility of a new and very different life for
themselves and their families. This is the route out of the
life that all of the rest of us are living.

Contestants are whittled down until eventually we are left
with just one. We delight in the success of the one but
what of the hundreds discarded along the way?

Is this really the right approach to transformation when it
results in benefiting the life of one on the back of the
many? Can’t we find a better way that transforms the lives
of everyone on the back of the one? And isn't this the
message of Christmas?

The Lord of all comes down from ‘stardom’ to planet earth
greeted by some smelly shepherds. Those who met Jesus
found that their broken lives were put back together. But,
the upwardly mobile couldn’t stand him and voted him out
by crucifixion. Strangely, as he was lifted up on the cross
this Lord of all - this baby now full grown, promises
paradise to the robber next him, comforts a grieving
mother and the centurion looking on sees past his broken
body and declares 'Surely this was the son of God'.
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If you are looking for tales of hope & transformation
visit your local church this Christmas (see services
below) and gaze in wonder at the one who gave up
everything so that your life and mine could be
transformed not just for this life but for eternity.

On behalf of everyone @ Chenies Baptist can |
wish you a joyful Christmas & peaceful New Year.
Rev Malcolm Hazell

Please join us at our
Christmas Services
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Sunday 13th Dec
10.30 am Nativity service

Sunday 20th Dec
6.30 pm Candlelit Carols

Thursday 2% Dec
4.00 pm Christingle & real Nativity

Friday 25" Dec
10.30 am Christmas Day




A Weighty Problem

We are planning to breed with our English Springer
Spaniel again next year. After visiting the vet, our
challenge is to bring down Holly’s weight from 20 kg to
19 kg. Her weight challenge is small beer compared with
our country’s weight problem:

The Department of Health published a report predicting
that a third of adults and a fifth of all children under 15
will be obese by 2010. The British Medical Journal
warned that rising levels of obesity could bankrupt the
NHS if left unchecked. The Government’s Foresight
programme even more acute problems.

Contacts at Chenies Baptist

—

Sunday Services Every Sunday at 10.30 arn

Storykeepers Children’s Clulins each morning
1st Sunday evening each month “Engage” @ 6.3
3rd Sunday evening each month Prayer meeting @

Youth Worker—Fridays Youth Group
Suzy Bower 07999 436299
E mail: suzy.bower@o02.co.uk

Toddlers 10 am Mondays call Penny 01923 283046
Men’s Group 7.30 pm Thursdays call Nigel 07710 367914
Coffee Break10.30 amTuesdays call Muriel 01923 284423
Women’s Group 1 pm Thursday call Dawn 01923 285341

Home Group 8 pm Thursday call Malcolm 01923 28531
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Hall Bookings—Georgie Clark 01923 28538

Web site: www.cheniesbaptist.co.yk

Minister: Rev. Malcolm Hazell 01923 285361
E mail malcolm.hazell@btinternet.com

It was, however, another point made by the Foresight
project that captured particular attention. “Obesity ‘not
individuals’ fault™, ran the BBC website headline.

“Individuals can no longer be held responsible for
obesity,” the article’s first line explained, rather unfairly
as it turned out. You didn’t need to read too far into the
report’'s executive summary, to encounter the statement,
“Personal responsibility plays a crucial part in weight
gain.”

The report, did, however, point out that “humans are
predisposed to put on weight by their biology” & that our
ability to resist that “predisposition” (the choice of word

is crucial) “is being overwhelmed by the effects of today’s
‘obesogenic’ environment, with its abundance of energy
dense food, motorised transport and sedentary lifestyles.”

The report seems to highlight what Christians call the
human ‘inclination to sin’ and our society’s ‘structural
sin’. With resolve, we can do much to sort the structural
sin by modifying our urban landscape to allow space for
exercise, changing laws on junk-food advertising and
offering healthier school meals to name a few but what
can be done about our inclination to sin and overeat?
Christians understand being ‘in Christ’ as liberation from
the power of sin.

So, if those in Christ are indeed, “no longer... slaves to
sin... but alive to God in Christ Jesus”, they should, in
some small but noticeable way, be less likely to be
ensnared by chains of unrestrained appetites. They shoul
be less likely to be lead into temptations, such as those of
our ‘obesogenic’ environment. And it means, presumably,
that they would be less likely to be obese.

6.30

Holiday @ Home 2009

For three days in July a low stress, homely, holiday
was enjoyed by 25 friends of Chenies Baptist
including a day out to the Ashridge Monument (see
above). It is so good for those less able to get away
on holiday to have something to look forward to in
the summer. Why not join us during the rest of the
year for Tuesday Coffee Break and monthly meal.
Simply call Muriel for details 01923 284423



Or maybe you had a more pious aspiration: to learn the
psalms off by heart or to pray every day.

And a few days into January, whatever it was, is your
resolve still holding? Or, like the fireworks of New
Year’'s Day, has it disintegrated into thin air?

According to one study, nearly 70 per cent of us will
have given up on our resolutions by the end of
February. It's likely that our determination, however
great, will dissolve into excuses: ‘Il just didn't have the
time. Better luck next year.’

Perhaps we need the apostle Paul as our coach.

He seems to have had little interest in personal moun-
tains; but when it comes to that communal struggle
uphill known to us all as ‘life’, he often sounds like one
of those hearty types who hail you from the summit:
‘Come on, keep going! The view is fantastic!’

It's an uneasy time of year: the ghost of Christmas turkey And he’s right. Whatever our ambitions for 2010, may
past still haunts your waistline, the shriek of a multitude of | o -\ ake Paul's longing in Ephesians our own:

battery-driven toys still assaults your ears and your feet ai
blistered and sore from New Year sales. My response is to get down on my knees before the
Father, this magnificent Father who parcels out all
heaven and earth. | ask him to strengthen you by his
Spirit—not a brute strength but a glorious inner
strength—that Christ will live in you as you open the
door and invite him in. And | ask him that with both feet
planted firmly on love, you'll be able to take in with all
followers of Jesus the extravagant dimensions of
Christ's love. Reach out and experience the breadth!

It could be a Herculean commitment to get fighting fit or Test its length! Plumb the depths! Rise to the heights!
to pick up a drill and turn the garage into a granny flat, or Live full lives, full in the fullness of God.

put fingers to keyboard and finally draft that bestseller that

will put J K Rowling to rout.

How’s Your resolve?

And then, nagging at the back of your mind, there is a
memory from New Year's Eve. Amidst the televised fire-
work displays and the rounds of Pictionary and cheese an
biscuits, there was a conversation about the personal
‘mountain’ you’d be climbing in 2010. -A resolution.

So, what's your resolution?

Celebrating 250 Years (1760-2010)

Chenies Baptist Church celebrates its 250th Anniversary in
2010. In preparation for our celebrations next year the
outside of the church and Manse have been painted and
our rear lobby, that has been progressing through planning
for the last few years, should also be completed (see
planned drawings to the right).

We are very grateful to all those members of Chenies

Baptist over the years who have maintained and extended

the building so that we have an excellent church building

and modern halls to serve the community. The lobby

extension to the rear of the church that will cost £40,000 Building projects that have extended &

will continue to enhance our ability to offer facilities strengthened the ministry of the church:
suitable for today’s needs. We are very grateful for the
generous grant of £5000 from the Chenies Community . 1760 established in a wooden hall in Green Street
Fund and £5000 from Croxley Green Baptist Church. . 1778 Chapel built

: 1799 Chapel extended towards the road by 12 feet
The membership of Chenies Baptist Church would like to . 1850 School room to the rear built
publicly express gratitude to all those members of Chenies . 1999 Side extension to rear with toilet, kitchen,
Village who, over the years, have contributed to the prayer room & car park

Community Fund so that this grant is possible. AND NOW a rear lobby 24 ft by 11 ft to extend back hall



Hope - a price worth paying

As | stood deprived in line at Starbucks, eyeing up my
creamy Macchiato, | was having no difficulty justify-
ing the £3.50 this latest craving was costing me.

Sure my student debt may be fast approaching the
GDP of Wales and sure, | didn’t need the drink, but,
what difference would it make? After all, | am merely
trying to put others first; it would surely be an act of
cruelty to expect anyone to keep company with me,
deprived of al least a triple shot of espresso goodness
to soothe my being.

It was at that moment | wondered what it was that Li-
ton, my sponsor child, would be waking up to some
3000 miles away. Breakfasting on rice perhaps, under
a tin roofed shack, amidst a wealth of poverty, famine,
violence and corruption.

And there it was....Hope

Hope of a future through education, hope of a life
through food provision & medical care, hope beyond
this world through a faith in Jesus. In turn | realised
what hope & perspective this brought me, and what a
privilege it was to be a part of something so life-
changing.

And at what cost? About a large Macchiato a week.
(If you would like more information on sponsoring a
child with Compassion visit www.compassionuk.org)

David Leeds is a student at London School
of Theology and on placement at Chenies
Baptist

Youth at Chenies Reach Out

The young people from Friday’s Youth Club joined with twc
other groups from Mill End and East Grinstead to have a
brilliant Youth Weekend away this September.

The weather was perfect for the assort course, Kayaking &
rock climbing that was planned & the evening highlights
included a massive pillow fight, which may explain some of
the lack of sleep.

“even though there was a lot to fit in, we also set aside time
to focus on something that I'm really passionate about — the
young people getting to know who God is and what he’s gc
to do with their lives. | was personally so blessed by the wa
in which God was working in and through the lives of the
young people and leaders who came on the weekend”
Suzy Bower, Chenies Baptist Youth Workers

The fun of reaching out to other youth groups and the
experience of reaching up to God has meant that plans are
already being made for another Youth Weekend next year.

If you would like to find out more about Fridays Youth
Club that meets from 7.30 pm til 9.00 pm at Chenies
Baptist please call Suzy Bower on 07999 436299



