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It's

a crime

would you steal a body? After the death of Jesus, hifpths
were accused of doing just that. A pretty thin storysatering
there was a posse of Roman soldiers guarding the tdrakew
His body had been left. And Roman soldiers weren'imfor
their dainty manners in carrying out their duties. Woubdiach
of traumatised (and let’s face it - frightened) dis@peen
attempt it? The gospels baldly state that the politezadérs
bribed the soldiers to keep quiet and pretend they vateem
while this unlikely event took place. One wonders if gliards
were later executed for gross dereliction of duty.

Considering dozens of people saw Jesus die a public andl&orri
death, why were the leaders so scared of what couldserin a
totally daft and lunatic claim — that Jesus rose fronmdtea and
was seen at various times and places by all sortopfgeboth
indoors and outdoors? And not by people who were naturally
credulous and stupid either — but by down to earth working

Easter Fun Day

Saturday 28th March
2.00 - 4.30 pm

4-11 year olds (under 4’s with parents)
Face Painting
Easter DVD
Chocolate!!!!
Live Chickens
Easter Egg Hunt

people, by educated people, and even by some natural sceptics,
his own family among them. A puzzle for Inspector Mors

If the disciples had stolen a dead body, it's hard tdlssm®
persisting in a fictional resurrection when the prigetiiis was
scorn and persecution, poverty and isolation, andoforesof
them, a rather nasty death.

of hand just because Richard Dawkins does. Isn’t it worth
considering why people at the time, plus millions sihee
become convinced of its truth? Faith in Jupiter, orrih&a and
fairies have all died a death; faith in Jesus has negdr @hy?
Because rational Christians experience the living Gedliving
Jesus every day.

Margaret Swift




Man or Beast?

Most people have an opinion of Charles Darwin. And
those that don't will have by this time next year.

As the Natural History Museum opens its doors to a
new Darwin exhibition, a year of lectures, events, publi-
cations, debates, and exhibitions gets underway. Even
the most devoted Darwinist might be a little tired by
December 2009.

For some, Darwin is the great liberator, a scientific
Moses leading his benighted people out of the
intellectual slavery of superstition and ignorance. For
others, he is the great Satan, architect of a thbaity
led to atheism, materialism and genocide.

Neither picture is remotely accurate.

Darwin himself was a rather ordinary man. He did have
extraordinary gifts of observation, patience, association
and speculation. And he was also remarkably courteou

and respectful (qualities not immediately obvious in
some of his modern disciples). But beyond that, he lived
a somewhat conventional, mid-Victorian life.

He did lose his Christian faith but, in truth, thatHait
owed rather more to the ordered, rational, natural
theology of William Paley than to any personal,
Christ-centred conviction. ‘I do not think that the
religious sentiment was ever strongly developed in me,’
he admitted in his autobiography.

Moreover, he lost it for a good reason — not so much his
theory of evolution (although that played a part) but
more because he witnessed his favourite child, Annie,
aged ten, die a slow, painful and degrading death. Few
people, no matter how strong their faith, could endure
such a loss without severe doubts. In this, as in so much
else, Darwin has much to teach us.

Darwin’s Christianity was more philosophical than
theological, built on the seemingly secure foundation of
universal human reason, rather than on the
particularities of the Christian story, let alone the
counter-intuitive scandal of the incarnation and
crucifixion. Yet, as soon as Christianity moves away

from the foot of the cross and loses sight of the crutif
God, it became defenceless against accusations of
suffering and injustice. No amount of philosophical
justification or arguments for the immortality of sl
enough. The pain, the sense of injustice, the sense o]
loss becomes overwhelming. Christianity stands by tf
cross or it doesn’t stand at all.

In truth, Darwin’s own faith never stood anywhere nex
the foot of the cross. But which of us can say ours do

Nick Spencer(Reproduced by permission)

Nick is Director of Studies at Theos. His book,
‘Darwin and God’ was published in Feb 2009.




A smash hit record I For Christians, the self- sacrifice of Jesus on thexcof

Good Friday is something to wonder at, not only year after
year, but day after day. It's a shining fact remindinglis

that God loves even the most sinful, and has made aowvay f
us to be forgiven and restored to friendship with Him. No
wonder Henry thought it worth being present at the gstat
memorial of them all.

Anyone wandering into Chenies Baptist Church may notic
a plaque on the left hand wall to Henry Samuel ClarknBo
in Chandlers Cross he died in December 1944 aged 90. t
son Keith tells us that Henry used to walk from Chandlers
Cross along the Chess valley twice every Sunday to atte
church. Maybe that’'s why the family can’'t remember
Henry having a day’s illness! Later he moved to Chorley-
wood and ran the butcher’s shop near the Common (no
longer there). By then he had a pony and trap, and legen:
has it that unless his horse Nobby was stabled, hd coul
find his own way home from Chenies Chapel.

Henry came from a remarkable Christian family. A much
earlier Clark for example, a wheelwright connected to the
Duke of Bedford's estate, rejected the 1 penny ‘bribe’ to
attend the local church. He thought it didn’t set a strong
enough example and he formed instead an independent
fellowship which originally met in Green St. As he whs t
only one who could read, he led the reading and preachir
himself. Later they moved their little church to Chenies.

Now there are many Clarks sprinkled in its pleasant grave

yard to remind us of their faithfulness of which Henry too

is such a fine example. In our shallow and transienegoc

where fidelity is scorned, it's good to be reminded that a

real ‘man’s man’ is steady, unchanging, reliable, and true

whatever the weather, whatever the times. Which returns

to the one outstanding fact recorded on the memorial One of Henry’s descendents.

tablet. That Henry attended 76 consecutive Good Friday

services. That must be a record. The obvious question is  Nigel Clark runs the Men’s Group at Chenies. We meet at

why was this one thing singled out to represent this North Hill Farm (opposite St Clement Danes School) on the
‘untiring worker’? second Thursday each month.

Call Nigel for details 07710 367944

What's happening at Chenies Baptist Church?

Sunday Services Every Sunday at 10.30 am Children and Young People
Storykeepers Children’s Clulins each morning Monday Toddlerd0.00 am -11.30 am.
First & third Sunday evening each month 6.30 p Contact Penny Baron on 01923 283046

Youth Groups on Fridays & Mondays
Youth Worker 7.30 pm—9.00 pm Contact Suzy Bower orj
Suzy Bower Tel 07999 436299 07999 436299
E mail suzy@rabys.org.uk Evening Activities

Thursday Men’s Group Contact Nigel Clark
Minister Tel: 01923 285382 (mobile 07710 367944)
Rev. Malcolm Hazell Home Groups/Prayer Groups —
Tel 01923 285361 Contact Malcolm Hazell 01923 285361

E mail malcolm.hazell@btinternet.com
Secretary— Catherine Davey - 01923 283150 ] _
Treasurer—Tony Butcher - 01923 237258 TuesdayCoffee Break.-Murie| Wigston
01923 284423
Hall Bookings—Georgie Clark 01923 285382 Women'’s home group on a Thursday afternopn
Contact Dawn Hazell on 01923 285361

Day time Activities

Web site: www.cheniesbaptist.co.uk




Snap-happy

Photos, we cannot help but take them! Statistics
show more than 700 million photos are uploaded
onto facebook each month! | too enjoy whipping
out my camera for capturing those crazy moments,
such as when one friend covered herself in all the
Christmas decorations at one in the morning! Or
when someone unsuspecting is fast asleep on the
sofa!

| often wonder what happens to all our photos- if
they will be used for remembering the good times
in a scrap book or if the really embarrassing ones
will be miraculously found, to show a future boy-
friend! Which photo would best describe your life?
What would you want to be remembered for? |
think if Jesus’ life were to be summed up in one
photo it would be a cross—his ultimate act to serve
us, taking our punishment once and for all. This
season | challenge you to take a photo of the real
meaning of Easter; let your facebook status resound
the joy we can have in Christ’s victory over death.

(Marie Elsdon studies at London School of
Theology)

Parents keep your children safe on line
For Advice consult:

www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Youchildshealthandsafety

Chenies Baptist Church,
Latimer Rd, Chenies, Rickmansworth,
HertswbD3 6ED

www.cheniesbaptist.co.uk




