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Christmas 
and the 
Credit 
Crunch 

 

Many families will be wondering whether it will be a ‘Happy 
Christmas’ this year due to financial pressures. Does      
Christmas and the coming of Jesus really have anything to say 
in the winter of 2008? 

Certainly, Mary and Joseph faced massive pressures them-
selves with no roof over their head when Mary was due to give 
birth to Jesus. Even after the birth they had to flee for their 
lives and became refugees in Egypt (see Matthew chapter 3 
verses 13-16). So, if you are facing great hardship this winter 
be assured that God knows what it is to suffer. But there is so 
much more to say. Let me explain using a recent example: 

When Alistair Darling promised to bail out our banking      
system, the money involved was eye watering. The cost 
seemed too great. Some still think that his proposals are    
foolish, unnecessary and will simply reward overpaid bankers 
for bad performance.  Others believe the financial pain is the  
regrettable cost of rescuing Britain from economic meltdown. 

This modern story has powerful echoes of the most momen-
tous bail out in human history. God sent his precious son into 
the world in Jesus at heart stopping cost. We may feel that the 
cost of rescuing human-kind through Jesus’ death on the cross 
was too high. I, for one, am very grateful that God thought 
mankind was worth persevering with and paying the highest 
price for. He paid what he thought we were worth.  

So whatever your happy index this Christmas, take some time 
this year to consider the price God was willing to pay for you 
in Jesus. You will be surprised at the joy that can be known 
when we gratefully give thanks for the greatest gift of all. Can 
I extend a personal invite to you to our Christmas services.  
Finally, on behalf of the friends and members of Chenies  
Baptist Church I wish you all a peaceful and joyful Christmas.  

Rev Malcolm Hazell, Minister of Chenies Baptist Church 

Christmas Services 
Sunday 14th Dec 

10.30 am Nativity service  
 

Sunday 21st Dec  
6.30 pm Candlelit Carol  

Service 
 

Wednesday 24th Dec  
4.00 pm Christingle & 

real  
Nativity with pony  

 
Thursday 25th Dec  

10.30 am Christmas Day 
Celebration 

Congratu-
lations to 

Mr & Mrs 
Simon & 

Suzy Bower 
 

On their 
Wedding 
Day—9th 
August  

 
Suzy is the 

Youth 
Worker 

At Chenies 
Baptist 
Church 



Christingle 
& Real                       
Nativity 

 
 

The perfect start to Christmas 
4.00 pm—5.00 pm 

Christmas Eve 
With Coffee and mince pies 

A Real Nativity at Chenies 
 
Most people know that Mary and Joseph travelled 
from Nazareth to Bethlehem on a donkey to      
register for a census. That is why Jesus was    
eventually born in a stable in Bethlehem.  
 
This Christmas Eve at 4pm we will be putting on a 
real nativity to bring the nativity to life. You will 
be able to see ‘Mary, Joseph and baby boy’        
together with the donkey (well we could only find 
a Shetland pony) and some chickens. 
 
Everyone who comes to our Christingle service 
will be able to visit the nativity scene in one of the 
church barns. We may even have some carrots to 
feed to the pony. Much more fun than leaving out 
carrots for Rudolph to eat!  
 
It is the perfect start to Christmas. 
 
 

Good looks and brains too! 

Who me? No – sorry. This describes the latest IPod –
the Nano Chromatic, which will slide happily into 
many Christmas stockings this year. Not only is it 
dinky slim but it comes in 9 amazing colours!. What’s 
more, it’s a ‘highly intelligent DJ’ – it can create 
playlists by finding songs that go together. You can 
browse by album or artists and if you give it a shake 
it’ll shuffle the music for you. It’s the latest ‘must 
have’. Except it probably isn’t,  as by now, something 
else will be standing in the wings. Maybe an IPod 
that’ll also turn on the oven and put the cat out. 

Why do we love these gizmos?  It’s fun and novelty. 
It appeals to that playfulness which is part of human      
nature. It’s creative. It gives access to a huge range of 
music. And then along comes Scrooge. ‘What a waste 
of money....the consumer society...carbon foot-
print….‘ .  

Is there such a thing as a Christian response?  Well, 
one thing we do know is that God is into novelties 
Himself. Think of all the millions of insects and  
flowers, and funny animals that don’t seem to serve 
any purpose but to be astoundingly different. God 
didn’t just create things to be useful and minimalist – 
He went into overdrive. Abundance and fun seem a 
big part of Creation. 

Like everything else it’s a balance. Is my novelty de-
priving someone else of some good. Does it dominate 
my life in such a way that it cuts me off from my 
family or friends? Will it put me in debt? Any maybe 
a larger question. Has it made me forget that there are 
some things, some values, some beliefs that are time-
less, that don’t need to change – because they’re   
simply absolutely already brilliant? 

Jesus Christ – the same yesterday – today – & forever. 
 

Margaret Swift 



What’s happening at Chenies Baptist Church? 
Sunday Services Every Sunday at 10.30 am  

Storykeepers Children’s Club runs each morning 
First & third Sunday evening each month 6.30 pm 

 
Youth Worker 

Suzy Bower Tel 07999 436299 
E mail suzy@rabys.org.uk 

 

Minister66 
Rev. Malcolm Hazell       

Tel 01923 285361 
E mail malcolm.hazell@btinternet.com 

Secretary— Catherine Davey - 01923 283150 
Treasurer—Tony Butcher - 01923 237258 

 
Hall Bookings—Georgie Clark 01923 285382 

Web site: www.chenies.org/BaptistChurch.php 
 

Children and Young People 
Monday Toddlers 10.00 am -11.30 am. 
Contact Penny Baron on 01923 283046 

 Youth Groups on Fridays & Mondays            
7.30 pm—9.00 pm  Contact Suzy Bower on 

07999 436299 

Evening Activities 
Thursday Men’s Group – Contact Nigel Clark 

Tel: 01923 285382 (mobile 07710 367944) 
Home Groups/Prayer Groups – 

 Contact Malcolm Hazell  01923 285361 
Day time Activities 

Sunday Walking Group - Michael Davey     
01923 283150 

Tuesday Coffee Break.—Muriel Wigston     
01923 284423 

Women’s home group on a Thursday afternoon   
Contact Dawn Hazell on 01923 285361 

& Real                       

Time for Change— Jason Gardner LICC 

Saturday, October 27, marked 40 years since the   
passing of the Abortion Act. As it happens, the        
introduction of the Human Tissues and Embryo Bill to 
Parliament in November will allow amendments to be 
made to that law. 

Naturally, ‘pro-choice’ and 
‘pro-life’ campaigners alike are 
seizing the opportunity to      
demand reform. The former 
want to liberalise the law even 
further, to permit abortions on 
demand in the first three months 
of pregnancy and allow nurses 
and local GP surgeries to carry 
them out. The ‘pro-lifers’ want 
to reduce the upper limit on   
legal ‘termination’ for a healthy 
infant from 24 weeks to 20. 
(For much of Europe, including 
France and Germany, the limit 
is 13 weeks.) 

The debate revolves around many key issues. Anti-
abortionists argue that the amount of information and 
the options given to women considering ‘termination’ 
are pitifully inadequate. Many parents are not made 
aware of how well-developed a foetus is at particular 
stages or told of the damage, physical and mental, an 
abortion can do to a woman, which includes putting 
her fertility at risk. 

Then there is the question of the original rationale for 
the 1967 Act. As Joel Edwards said on the Today pro-
gramme on Radio 4: ‘Would we have signed up had we 
realised that in 40 years we would have destroyed the 
equivalent of London’s population and that in the vast 
majority of cases we had legislated to make abortion a 
choice of convenience rather than the safety of a 

woman’s life?’ 

Hotly debated, too, is conflicting 
scientific evidence concerning at 
what age a baby in the womb can 
experience pain. Yet, as one      
response to an article by Polly 
Toynbee asked, is this really the 
issue? - ‘This … argument about 
whether the baby can feel pain or 
not, or wouldn’t survive if        
prematurely born, is a complete 
red herring. It’s still destroying 
what is a remarkably developed 
life already by that stage, and 
therefore is obviously                
unacceptable to any decent atheist 
like myself that has a sense of 

compassion and can look at it rationally.’ 

Life is remarkable. Who are we to deny it to anyone? 
The biblical mandate - God’s mandate - is to speak out 
on behalf of the poor, the oppressed, the widow and the 
orphan, for all who cannot speak for themselves. How 
can we not cry out for the most voiceless of victims, 
those yet unborn? 
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Chenies Baptist Church, Latimer 
Rd, Chenies, Rickmansworth, Herts  

Not just for Christmas 

Some things seem a good idea at the time. But the 
sweet puppy of Christmas Day is less cute when we 
find chewed up furniture and smelly puddles on the 
carpet. And how quickly the longed for baby         
becomes a screamingly insistent tyrant of demands. 

A dog isn’t just for Christmas. It’s a commitment to 
feed, exercise and give a friendly pat for years to 
come. While responsibilities to children never seem 
to end at all!  Dogs and children can both be very  
inconvenient. And Jesus is decidedly a most          
inconvenient baby. He won’t remain a helpless mite 
in swaddling clothes, something just for the girls, 
and cooed over by children dressed in an assortment 
of tea towels. 

The Jesus of Christmas isn’t for cissies. He’s a 
man’s man, calling us to follow Him, to be bold and 
courageous in the face of a cynical world. Not a 
plaything, or backdrop to sentiment but a force to be 
reckoned with. The Force even. ‘Listen’, he says, ‘I 
want an answer and I want it now. Will you follow 
me and be my disciple? This seasonal reminder of 
my birth is to remind you who I really am and what 
you must do about it’. 

If we feel uncomfortable about this, it’s a good sign. 
It means we’re still alive inside, that we can still be 
reached by a searching God. The God who laughs at 
the cynics wants us to know He’ll still be around  
after this Christmas and every other Christmas too. 

 
Margaret Swift 

My First impression! 
 
My first visit to Chenies Baptist Church after mas-
tering the train journey was somewhat unexpected.  
Even though I have visited many churches before I 
assumed because of its location that Chenies would 
be small, subdued, and self-contained.   
 
Stepping in that door I could not have been more 
wrong! Chenies was a living definition of 
‘community’ to the extent that a loving welcome 
was given during the sermon to a family arriving 
late! Children happily filled the pews, amongst the 
faithful oldies! The talk applied to my life, based 
firmly on the truth of the bible and the                
congregation’s love for other people shone through 
their love for God.  All this said you could accuse 
me of being biased, as the Minister is my Uncle... 
but why don’t you check it out for yourself, and 
venture in on a Sunday morning! 
 

Marie Elsdon  


