Chenies Baptist Church

Outlook

Why do | love Spring and Summer?

Maybe it is the longer days and the stronger sunlight that
my spirit. Perhaps it is because, after the sad days of lent
have remembered that however disappointed we may feel i
life, we have seen on Good Friday just how much God lovet
us by sending Jesus to live and die for each one of us. Cou
be that despite the hassle of cutting the grass, the fresh gre
and the bursting buds reminds us that however dead things
look there is hope of new life and (after Easter Sunday) -
resurrection. My wife, Dawn, is in her element as seeds bul
through the soil ready for planting at the allotment. This ye
have loved Spring more than ever because we have succeq
fully incubated four chicks.

No 454 Spring/Summer 2008

“Jazz in
June”

Saturday 21sf
June 5.30—
8.30 pm

With live Music & a BBQ All proceeds to support Aigis
Orphans in South Africa with Debbie Burt

For tickets call Sandra Preston on 01494 766660
e mail: sandrapreston6@btinternet.com

Feel free to get involved in any of the above (Tel
no’s on back page) plug/o special eventghat are
not to be missedazz in June (above) & the Sum-
mer Holiday Club for 4-11 year olds (below).

Have a wonderful Spring and Summer.
Rev Malcolm Hazell

But there is still so much more to look forward to:

Bike rides without getting your hands frozen off

Trips to the coast to see just how vast and wonderful
this world really is

We are incubating some duck eggs so that the church
pond can brim with life (don’t tell the local foxes!)

Not to mention the summer fragrances of blossom,
roses, strawberries and the wonderful smell of cut gras

Chenies Baptist likes to celebrate summer in all sorts of
ways:
: Coffee Break will visit the bluebells & take a barge trip
Toddlers will enjoy play outside overlooking the Chesg
Valley in their new wendy house.

The youth will enjoy wide games on the Common.
The Men’s Group will be water raft making, clay pigeo

Storykeeper Waste Watchers
Summer Holiday Club 2008

Tues 26 -
Fri 29 Aug ¢§

10 am—12.3
pm

To obtain a
booking form
call Dawn
Hazell on 0192
285361

shooting & dumper truck driving.




It's a bit wet!

Baptists like a good dunking. Followers of Jesus like to be

‘baptised’ as a way of ‘signing up’ to Him in public. The
peculiar bit is being plunged in water in full view or who-

ever turns up so is not for the faint-hearted! What a bunch

of weirdo’s you might think. What on earth is the rele-
vance in the Zicentury?

In a recent service, Jo Mills rejoiced in this ancient and
potentially profoundly embarrassing ritual. Why? For

many years she had been an atheist, much concerned with
material things. But “the crunch came when | realised my

true purpose in life was to follow Jesus” and that for her,

baptism was an expression of “pledging allegiance”. Why
does she think baptism is necessary? Jo quoted the apostle
Paul, “one church, one baptism’, echoing Christian witness

through the centuries. Such a public declaration of faith

and commitment is a link with all believers since the time

of Christ Himself.

Jo has had learning difficulties and was always last
at school so has had to combat many obstacles in
life. Now she is even able to write about her faith
and as she says, “ is willing to be brought high or
low for Him”! What would she say to other
believers who don’t think baptism is necessary?
Well, “after my baptism, there was a change in my
family’s attitude. Now they’re beginning to think
along the lines of faith” And finally, “I feel a real
relationship to Jesus — opening to Him and His
voice. It's wonderful”.

Silence please!

How many kids do homework tuned to their I-pod? How

many adults walk down the street with a mobile clamped
to their ear? Even libraries are noisy these days. Is there
any refuge in life from clamour and noise?

On April 19" at Trinity Baptist Church, Chesham, a

retreat was led by Roy Searle, founder of the Northumbria
Community, which specialises in helping people to a
deeper spirituality. Part of this is developing greater
powers of reflection, of taking time out, of being quiet in
God'’s presence. We only realise how difficult this is when
we actually try to do it! Sit still in a chair with your eyes
closed for 10 minutes. Chances are your mind will fly off
in a thousand directions. Even your body is likely to jiggle
about, so unused are we to the beauty of stillness.

But until we do actually stop we will never find out just
how trivial so much of our life is, how filled with
unimportant priorities, with relentlessly demanding but
relatively valueless tasks, with shallow conversations and
routine but pointless activities. The retreat of silence
enables us to confront our own triviality and re-focus our
lives. And, even more important, it creates an opportunity
for God to speak directly to us. Give God the space and
He will bring our lives back into perspective. He will

draw alongside to strengthen, to comfort, to give repose or
new resolve, to give wisdom or a fresh solution. “Be still
and know that | am God” says the psalmist, and elsewhere
the Bible says, “in quietness and confidence shall be your
strength”. A vast untapped resource for our daily lives.

Even if you have to lock yourself in the bathroom, escape
for 10 minutes each day. Shut the door on the world and
deliberately invite God into your space. You will find that
God then invites you into His.

Margaret Swift



Carbon footprint

If you go to the Gwent levels north of the Severn
Estuary this summer and wander over the rocks at low
tide, you will see ancient footprints locked into the
stone. Dating from Mesolithic times they prove that
children played here thousands of years ago, long before
there was a major climate change and the sea flooded
the land. Now in 2008, whether at home or in business,
we worry about our own footprints. We're asked to
assess our own ‘carbon footprint’, which basically
means the contribution we each make to carbon
emissions in the atmosphere. Whether we believe in
climate change, carbon reduction or carbon capture is
immaterial. One thing is clear. The world’s resources
need to be shared by more and more people. Maybe we
can all be less profligate in our consumption How much
of the world’s resources are we wasting? Could we use
less? Can we be bothered?

Most of us will answer — yes — a bit. This is partly out
of respect for future generations and partly out of
compassion for those who share the same needs as us
but who have less power or less wealth to satisfy them.
God tells us to ‘love our neighbour as ourselves’ and

Life in Cold Blood when Jesus was asked - “ who is my neighbour?” He

_ _ told a story about a man who was beaten up and robbed
After more than 50 years at the BBC, Sir David while travelling but who was helped by a Samaritan, a
Attenborough is currently broadcasting his last major man from a despised social group. The ‘good’
seriesLife in Cold BloodHe has spent his life urging neighbour basically is whoever actually turns up to help
people, in his characteristically hushed tones, to be when the chips are down. This could be a one-to-one
attentive to the natural world, to look vigilantly and be situation as in Jesus’ story, but equally it could be for
surprised by the life that surrounds them. We have much 1ipe chap across the world who needs us to buy his
be grateful for in his work. bananas or coffee, or who asks us to use less oil so he
Attenborough’s documentaries are often years in the can keep his own family warm.

making. Requiring concentrated care and patience, some-
times in extreme conditions, they are sacrificial labours of
love. When we are properly attentive to nature we realise
that we are not the sole inhabitants of this earth. Rather,
we share it, existing as we do in close connection with our
environment. By one definition, culture is the accumulated
collection of stories we tell each other about ourselves; bu
an encounter with the wildness of nature reminds us that
not all the earth’s stories are human.

The poet Gary Snyder observed: ‘Narratives are one sort

of trace that we leave in the world ... Other orders of beiny

have their own literature. Narrative in the deer world is a

track of scents that is passed on from deer to deer, with al The question for us is — what kind of footprint will we

art of interpretation, which is instinctive. A literature of leave for future generations? This is as clear a demand
bloodstains ... a whiff of estrus, a hit of rut, a scrape on a on Christians as prayer or baptism or spirituality. The
sapling, and long gone.’Perhaps as well as becoming  apostle James was blunt. “Faith without works is dead”.
sophisticated readers of our culture we need also to As stewards of the planet we all have a responsibility.

become seasoned readers of the natural world around us, OK — we can't all decide global energy policy — but we

responding to Jesus’ invitation to ‘consider how the lilies  canall switch off the telly at the mains when we go to

grow’ (Luke 12:27). In an age of increasingly apocalyptic ped and turn off the light when we leave a room!
environmental rhetoric, we need to heed the voices that Margaret Swift

call us to be enjoyers of this earth, that invite us to read th

Bible as, in Wendell Berry’s words, ‘an outdoor book ... a |f you want to calculate your carbon footprint—see
book open to the sky.’ back page

© London Institute for Contemporary Christianity Au thor—Ben Care



Youth At Chenies Baptist > > Graffiti & chips!

Graffiti on bus shelters is pretty nasty, but in the right
place and time, it can be positive and creative. Young
people at Chenies had great fun one Friday night at a
graffiti workshop. No they didn’t run amok round
Chenies village but enjoyed a workshop run by a
Harrow based youth worker with a creative way of
sharing his faith with young people. Demonstrating a
huge range of styles and colour combinations he
showed how to try freehand graffiti and create a
stencil.

Friday nights have also featured making pancakes, ice-
skating, a stencil workshop, film night and a camera
challenge. Activities to come include a BBQ, wood-
land challenge and bowling. Fridays is a fun night and
all young people (11—14 year olds) are welcome.

Calling All Year 6 Young people!
Suzy Raby—Youth Worker You are invited to join from Friday Youth Club on

Friday 9" May 7.30 pm! Call Suzy 087999 436299

Chenies Baptist Church Contact Details
Sunday Services Every Sunday at 10.30 am
Children’s groups run during the Sunday servjce
(1st & 3rd Sunday 6.30 pm evening service
Children and Young People
Monday Toddlerd0.00 am -11.30 am.
Don’t look now! Contact Penny Baron on 01923 283046
Your footprint is after you! Fridays Youth Grouf.30 pm—9.00 pm

o Contact Suzy Raby on 07999 436299
Nearly half of UK carbon emissions come from every-

day things like leaving lights on. Have some family fun Other Activities

and work out your own household’s carbon footprint. 1 Tuesday Coffee Breakvuriel 01923 284423
Log on to the carbon calculator. It's easy to use and wifl

tell you how much carbon you emit — and what's more Home Groups/Prayer Groups —
important, how you can reduce it! Every little does Contact Malcolm Hazell on 01923 285361
actually help.

http://actonco2.direct.gov.uk/index.html Men's Group- Nigel on 01923 285382

For those who want to defy the consumer society! Secretary Catherine Davey 01923 283150

Treasurer Tony Butcher 01923 237248
“Use it up Hall Bookings Georgie Clark 01923 285387
Wear it out
Make it do Minister —Rev. Malcolm Hazell
Or do without” Tel 01923 285361

E mail malcolm.hazell@btinternet.com

(By the preacher J Joh




